1829           LETTERS AND CORRESPONDENCE
opinion about the Catholic Question, and now it is settled I snail perhaps never have one; but still, its passing is one of the signs of the times, of the encroachment of Phtlesophism and Indifferentism in the Church.
From this state of pensive calm melancholy there follows the rebound, which is a characteristic of Mr. Newman's nature and which may be observed throughout his course.
To ins SISTER HARRIETT.
February 17, 1829.
Peel resigned; Oh. Ch. gave him up. This was a great thing, and among others I exerted myself to gain it. Unluckily our meddling Provost just then returned from London where Oxford men, being chiefly Liberal lawyers, were for Peel. He joined the Morton men—Whately, Shuttle worth Macbride, <&c. - in nominating Peel. He suddenly formed a committee in London, and—vigorously employing the Ch. Ch. interest, which Ch. Ch. had precluded itself from using— began an active canvass. The party opposed to Peel's reelection consisted of all the College Tutors and known resident Follows hi Oxford; but they agreed in one point, only differing in their viow on. the Catholic Question, but all thinking Mr. Peel unworthy to represent a religious, straightforward, unpolitical body, whose interest he had in some form or other more or loss betrayed. Besides, they thought it an. infamous thing if Oxford was to be blown, round by the breath of a Minister, signing a petition one day and approving of the contrary next. At the first mooting they could agree only not to have Mr. Peel, and so tho protest stands in the papers. On Saturday they proceeded to nominate their candidate, and the difficulty of doing this was tho strength of their opponent. They at length selected Sir II. Inglis. So urgent was the case, and so strong our dislike of Mr. Peel, that it was done unaninwH-aly in an hour's meeting. 13ut the Peelites, having Ch. Ch., having London, and an early day of election (our voters being mostly clericals from the country), above all having the Govorumant interest, will, I doubt not, get their way. Let them. I would have signed a protest had there been no opposition. Tho groat Captain, wise as he is, has thought the Church and Oxford his tool -and that we should turn round at I ho word of command. When Oxford is spokenphany. Therefore by the Old Lectionary the evening first lesson was the 04th of Isaiah,ilH titovi it ii**4iiia Th<* tnn
